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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
HANDLING ADDRESS CONFLICT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/CN2013/070387, filed on Jan. 11, 2013
which claims priority to Chinese Patent Application No.
201210037316.9, filed on Feb. 17, 2012, all of which are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the communications field,
and in particular, to a method and an apparatus for handling
an address conflict.

BACKGROUND

Since 1997 when the wireless local area network standard
Institute of FElectrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)
802.11 was released, and under a vigorous promotion by the
Wireless Fidelity (WiFi) Alliance formed by numerous
leading companies in the industry, the WiFi technology has
been developing rapidly due to its advantages, such as rapid
deployment, convenient use, and a high transmission rate.
Because mobile terminal devices nowadays, such as a note-
book computer, a personal digital assistant (PDA), and a cell
phone, all support the WiFi technology and users have a
requirement of mobile working, the WiFi technology is
widely applied to various industries. WikFi network access
points are distributed throughout locations such as a hotel, a
cafe, a school, and a hospital. It may be said that, WiFi is
everywhere in life.

Generally speaking, a characteristic of a WiFi network is
that one Access Point (AP) provides an access service for a
plurality of stations (STAs). The AP and STAs perform
information interaction using a wireless signal. From a
perspective of a Media Access Control (MAC) layer, a unit
of the information interaction between the AP and the STAs
is a frame. That is, the AP sends one or more frames to the
STAs, and alternately, the STAs also send one or more
frames to the AP. These frames have a specific structure: a
former part of a frame is a frame header, which may also be
referred to as a MAC header; and a latter part of a frame is
used for carrying a data section. For each type of frame, a
structure of the MAC header is relatively fixed, and a length
is also relatively fixed. However, a length of the data section
varies with an actual situation.

For a transmission requirement, the MAC header carries
a destination address and a source address. The destination
address is used to represent to whom this frame is sent, that
is, a frame receiver; and the source address is used to
represent from whom this frame is sent, that is, a frame
transmitter. In the existing wireless local area network
standard IEEE 802.11, the destination address and the source
address are a MAC address of a target device and a MAC
address of a source device respectively, and they both have
48 bits. In the existing IEEE 802.11 standard, the MAC
frame header may actually involve a maximum of four
addresses, which respectively represent a source address, an
address of a current transmitter, an address of a current
receiver, and an ultimate target address. The source address
mentioned in the specification refers to the current trans-
mitter address in the standard, which may be the same as the
source address. The destination address mentioned in the
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2

specification refers to the current receiver address in the
standard, which may be the same as the ultimate target
address.

An AP of a WiFi broadcasts a beacon (beacon frame)
frame periodically. The beacon frame carries various net-
work information of the AP, for example, information such
as a name of the network, a MAC address of the AP, and a
period of the beacon frame. An STA may learn the network
information by monitoring the beacon frame.

In addition, the WiFi standard IEEE 802.11ah mainly
applies to fields of a smart grid, a sensor network, and the
like. Data transmission of the WiFi standard IEEE 802.11ah
is characterized in a low transmission rate and a small
amount of data transmitted each time. Because a MAC
header is carried in transmitted data during each transmis-
sion process, if the amount of the transmitted data is not
large, a proportion occupied by the MAC header is obvious.
Therefore, compression of the MAC header is considered. A
specific implementation method is to compress an original
48-bit MAC address into a 16-bit STA identification number
or an auxiliary identifier (AID) and/or an AP identification
number or an auxiliary identifier (APID). These shorter
identification numbers may be referred to as auxiliary iden-
tifiers and be used as addresses shorter than the MAC. In this
way, a downlink destination address may be indicated using
an AID, and a source address may be indicated using an
APID; and an uplink destination address may be indicated
using an APID, and a source address may be indicated using
an AID. Generally speaking, an AID is an STA identification
number allocated by an AP and has 16 bits; and an APID is
an identification number generated using a certain method to
identify an AP and also has 16 bits. The method for
generating an APID, for example, may be to obtain a 16-bit
identification number from a 48-bit MAC address of an AP
after hash calculation. Therefore, it may be seen that, after
compression of a MAC header, when an AP communicates
with an STA, addresses of the AP and STA are no longer
identified using the respective MAC addresses but are
identified using an APID and an AID respectively.

Generally speaking, for a beacon frame, an association
response frame, a re-association response frame, or an
auxiliary identifier update frame sent by an AP, a frame
header includes a MAC address of the AP, and a frame body
includes an APID of the AP. However, for other data frames
or management frames, in a transmission manner using
MAC header compression, source addresses and destination
addresses in frame headers of these data frames or manage-
ment frames are all identified by AID/APID.

However, there is a possibility of an address conflict in an
actual application of identification using an APID and an
AID after MAC header compression. For example, APIDs of
two adjacent APs may be the same (for example, when 100
APs coexist, a possibility of occurrence of same APIDs is
7%). Uplink data sent to one of the APs by an STA may be
received by the other AP, and the other AP mistakenly
assumes that the uplink data is sent to the other AP itself; or
an STA is waiting to receive downlink data from one of the
APs, but receives downlink data sent by the other AP and
therefore mistakenly assumes that the downlink data is sent
to the STA itself. This may cause unnecessary trouble. For
example, after receiving data and performing some decoding
operations, the AP or STA finds that the data is not sent to
the AP or STA itself, and then needs to discard the received
data, thereby exercising in futility.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present invention propose a method
and an apparatus for handling an address conflict, and is
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aimed at handling a problem of an AP auxiliary identifier
conflict caused by a MAC header compression method
where an auxiliary identifier is used to replace a MAC
address. In the following, an AP auxiliary identifier is
referred to as an APID for short, and an STA auxiliary
identifier is referred to an AID for short.

According to one aspect, a method for handling an
address conflict is provided, including: acquiring a MAC
address of an associated first node and a first auxiliary
identifier; receiving a MAC frame that carries the first
auxiliary identifier; and sending an auxiliary identifier con-
flict report message to the first node when it is determined
that the MAC frame is sent by a second node.

According to another aspect, a method for handling an
address conflict is provided, including: receiving a MAC
frame, where a destination address of the MAC frame is
represented by a third auxiliary identifier, and the third
auxiliary identifier is used to communicate with an associ-
ated third node; and determining, based on the MAC frame,
that a fourth node whose auxiliary identifier is the third
auxiliary identifier exists, changing the third auxiliary iden-
tifier to a fourth auxiliary identifier, and informing the third
node of the fourth auxiliary identifier.

According to still another aspect, an apparatus for han-
dling an address conflict is provided, including: an acquiring
unit configured to acquire a MAC address of an associated
first node and a first auxiliary identifier; a first receiving unit
configured to receive a MAC frame that carries the first
auxiliary identifier; and a first sending unit configured to
send an auxiliary identifier conflict report message to the
first node if the MAC frame is sent by a second node.

According to yet another aspect, an apparatus for han-
dling an address conflict is provided, including: a second
receiving unit configured to receive a MAC frame, where a
destination address of the MAC frame is represented by a
third auxiliary identifier, and the third auxiliary identifier is
used to communicate with an associated third node; and an
updating unit configured to determine, based on the MAC
frame, that a fourth node whose auxiliary identifier is the
third auxiliary identifier exists, change the third auxiliary
identifier to a fourth auxiliary identifier, and inform the third
node of the fourth auxiliary identifier.

According to the methods and apparatuses for handling an
address conflict in the embodiments of the present invention,
the following problem can be detected and resolved. An AP
auxiliary identifier (APID) conflict is caused by a MAC
header compression method where an auxiliary identifier is
used to replace a MAC address.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

To describe the technical solutions in the embodiments of
the present invention more clearly, the following briefly
introduces the accompanying drawings required for describ-
ing the embodiments of the present invention. The accom-
panying drawings in the following description show merely
some embodiments of the present invention, and a person of
ordinary skill in the art may still derive other drawings from
these accompanying drawings without creative efforts.

FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a method for handling an address
conflict according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method for handling an address
conflict according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
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FIG. 3 is a schematic structural diagram of an apparatus
for handling an address conflict according to an embodiment
of the present invention; and

FIG. 4 is a schematic structural diagram of an apparatus
for handling an address conflict according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following clearly and fully describes the technical
solutions in the embodiments of the present invention with
reference to the accompanying drawings in the embodiments
of the present invention. The described embodiments are a
part rather than all of the embodiments of the present
invention. All other embodiments obtained by a person of
ordinary skill in the art based on the embodiments of the
present invention without creative efforts shall fall within
the protection scope of the present invention.

The following describes a method for handling an address
conflict in detail according to an embodiment of the present
invention with reference to FIG. 1. The address conflict
described herein is caused by a MAC header compression
method where an AP auxiliary identifier is used to replace a
MAC address.

11: An SAT1 acquires a MAC address of a first node
(hereinafter referred to as AP1) associated with the STA1
and a first AP auxiliary identifier (hereinafter represented by
APID1).

Generally speaking, the STA1 can obtain the MAC
address of the AP1 and the APID1 when establishing an
association with the AP1.

Alternatively, before establishing the association with the
AP1, the STA1 may receive a beacon frame or a probe
response frame sent by the AP1, where a frame header of the
beacon frame or the probe response frame includes the MAC
address of the AP1, and a data section of the beacon frame
or the probe response frame includes the APID1.

Alternatively, after sending an association request frame
to the AP1, the STA1 may receive an association response
frame sent by the AP1, where a frame header of the
association response frame includes the MAC address of the
AP1, and a data section of the association response frame
includes the APID1.

Generally, there is a plurality of APs on a wireless
communications network, and each AP establishes an asso-
ciation with one or more STAs for communication. During
a process that an AP communicates with an STA, a source
address and a destination address identify a transmitter and
a receiver respectively. The AP or the STA determines
whether information is sent to the AP or the STA itself by
resolving an obtained destination address. In a MAC header
compression method, because an APID and an AID are used
to replace a source address and a destination address that are
identified by the MAC address, if adjacent APs have the
same APIDs after the MAC header compression method is
used, a plurality of the same APIDs is generated on the
wireless communications network, thereby causing commu-
nication disorder. It is assumed that an AP2 and the AP1
have the same APID1, and it may be seen that the STA1
associated with the AP1 may mistakenly receive content sent
by the AP2.

12: The STA1 receives a MAC frame that carries the
APID1.

The MAC frame received by the STA1 may be from the
AP1 and may also be from the AP2. However, a source
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address of the MAC frame is the APID1, that is, the source
address indicates an address of a transmitter of the MAC
frame.

13: When finding that the received MAC frame is sent by
the AP2, the STA1 sends an auxiliary identifier conflict
report message to the AP1.

Ifthe MAC frame received by the STA1 is a beacon frame
or a probe response frame, because the beacon frame or the
probe response frame carries the APID and a source MAC
address of the AP sending the MAC frame, if the source
MAC address in a frame header section of the beacon frame
or the probe response frame sent by the STA1 is different
from the MAC address of the AP1, it is determined that the
beacon frame or the probe response frame is sent by the AP2.
Therefore, it is necessary to send the auxiliary identifier
conflict report message to the AP1.

Alternatively, if the MAC frame received by the STA1 is
a protected frame (such as a data frame or a management
frame), a source address of the protected frame is repre-
sented by the APID1. Because the protected frame has a
Message Integrity Code or frame message integrity code
(collectively, MIC), if the STA finds that the MIC is incor-
rect after calculation, it is determined that the MAC frame
is sent by the AP2. Therefore, it is also necessary to send the
auxiliary identifier conflict report message to the AP1.

The MIC is generally data obtained by the transmitter
after performing a specific operation on all content to be
sent. Generally speaking, if the content to be sent changes,
a value of the MIC changes; therefore, the MIC may be used
to protect integrity of data.

Therefore, when receiving a message sent by the trans-
mitter, the receiver calculates a value of the MIC of the
received content using a same method. If the value of the
MIC obtained by the calculation is consistent with the value
of the received MIC, it means that the received data is
complete and correct. Otherwise, it means that the data is
incomplete or a part of the data is incorrect.

The MIC is obtained by performing an operation on a part
of a Pairwise Transient Key (PTK), where the PTK is
generated during a process of establishing the association
between the STA and the AP; therefore, the PTK carries
specific information between the STA and the AP. That is, for
a specific association between the STA and the AP, the value
of the MIC is unique. When a security measure is taken to
transmit data frames between the STA and the AP, the MIC
is carried in all the data frames. Therefore, the STA or the AP
may know whether a data frame is sent to the STA or the AP
itself by checking correctness of a MIC carried by a received
data frame.

In addition, after sending the auxiliary identifier conflict
report message to the AP1, the STA1 waits to receive a
beacon frame, an association response frame, a re-associa-
tion response frame, or an auxiliary identifier update frame
that carries an APID2 (different from the APID1) and is sent
by the AP1, acquires the APID2, and replaces the APID1
with the APID2.

It may be seen that, according to the method for handling
an address conflict in this embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the following problem can be detected and resolved. An
AP auxiliary identifier conflict is caused by a MAC header
compression method where an auxiliary identifier is used to
replace a MAC address.

The following describes the foregoing method for han-
dling an address conflict according to an embodiment of the
present invention with reference to a specific embodiment.

Specifically, the AP1 periodically sends a beacon frame,
where the beacon frame carries the MAC address of the AP1
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and a 16-bit APID1. In the beacon frame, a frame header
includes the MAC address of the AP1, whereas the APID1
is included in a frame body and is carried in a manner of an
information element. The AP2 also periodically sends a
beacon frame, where the beacon frame carries the MAC
address of the AP2 and the 16-bit APID1.

It is assumed that the AP1 and the AP2 do not discover
each other. The STA1 has already associated with the AP1
and communicates with the AP1 using the APID1. That is,
a destination address of uplink data of the STA1 is the
APID1, and a source address is the AID1 of the STA1; and
a destination address of downlink data is the AID1 of the
STA1, and a source address is the APID1. The AID and the
APID herein are both fields belonging to a frame header,
which replace an original MAC address, so as to make the
MAC frame shorter, thereby improving a channel utilization
rate.

When the STA1 is in a coverage overlap area of the AP1
and the AP2, while receiving a beacon frame of the AP1, the
STA1 may also receive a beacon frame of the AP2. There-
fore, the STA1 finds that the APID of the AP2 and the APID
of the AP1 are the same and knows that APIDs of two APs
conflict. Because the STA1 cannot learn which AP the
received beacon frame is from using the APID, the STA1
needs to use the MAC address of the transmitter AP carried
by the beacon frame to locate the AP.

Then the STA1 reports to the AP1 detection of an APID
conflict as well as all the APIDs discovered by the STA1 in
a period. The STA1 reports all the APIDs discovered by the
STAL1 in a period to enable the AP1 to know which APIDs
have been used, so that these used APIDs may be avoided
when replacing a new APID subsequently. Here, “in a
period” may be a scheduled time period, for example, 5
minutes, 10 minutes, or the like. That is, when detecting and
reporting the APID conflict, the STA1 also reports to the
AP1 all the APIDs that are discovered within 5 minutes or
10 minutes before the detection of the conflict as well as the
time when each APID is discovered.

The AP1 determines that an APID conflict occurs accord-
ing to the received APID conflict report message or accord-
ing to content indicated in the received APID conflict report
message.

Then, starting from a next beacon frame, the AP1 carries
a new APID in a to-be-sent beacon frame, for example, the
APID2, or the AP1 informs the STA1 of use of the new
APID2 in time using a specific broadcast frame (hereinafter
referred to as an auxiliary identifier update frame). When the
STA1 monitors that the beacon frame carries the new APID2
or that the received auxiliary identifier update frame informs
the STA1 of the change to the new APID2, the STA1 learns
that the APID of the AP1 has already changed, and uses the
new APID2 in subsequent communication.

After the AP1 informs the STA1 of the new APID2, if the
APID conflict report (that is, the auxiliary identifier conflict
report message) is still received in a certain period, or the
APID conflict report is still received in a certain period after
the APID is changed for specific times, the AP1 cancels a
transmission manner (that is, an AID/APID manner) using
the MAC header compression mode, and returns to a trans-
mission manner where a MAC address is used.

It should be noted that, if merely the beacon frame is used
to carry the new APID, and the auxiliary identifier update
frame is not used to inform the STA1 of the new APID
immediately, during a period of the AP1 receives the APID
conflict report to the time when the next beacon frame is
sent, other STAs associated with the AP1 still do not know
that the new APID2 is needed to be changed, so other STAs
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still use the old APID1 for communication. Then during this
period, the AP1 and the AP2 may still receive data frames
sent to the old APID1; therefore, MIC may be used to check
and determine whether the received frames are usable. For
example, if the MIC is correct, the foregoing data frames are
received and used; and if the MIC is incorrect, the foregoing
data frames are discarded. Because a period of the beacon
frame is relatively short, which is generally about 100
milliseconds (ms), receiving and discarding of data frames
with an incorrect MIC in this period does not have a great
impact.

The following method may be used to obtain how to
detect an APID contflict using the MIC. The STA1, the AP1,
and the AP2 are still used as an example. The APIDs of the
AP1 and the AP2 are the same, for example, they are both
the APID1, and the AP1 and the AP2 do not discover each
other. The STA1 has already associated with the AP1, and
communicates with the AP1 using the APID1.

The STA1 is in the coverage overlap area of the AP1 and
the AP2, and the STA1 receives a downlink data frame from
the AP2 with an AID as a receiver address and the APID1 as
a transmitter address. The STA1 removes an MIC1 in the
downlink data from the AP1 or the AP2 and, based on the
remaining data and association information of the STA1 and
AP1, recalculates an MIC2. If the recalculated MIC2 is the
same as the MIC1 in the downlink data frame, it means that
the MIC is correct, that is, the downlink data is from the
AP1; and if the recalculated MIC2 is different from the
MIC1 in the downlink data frame, it means that the MIC is
incorrect, that is, the downlink data frame is not from the
AP1. When finding that the MIC is incorrect, the STA1
discards the received downlink data frame.

After a certain period, if the STA1 still receives downlink
data frames with an incorrect MIC, the STA1 reports infor-
mation about the incorrect MIC to the AP1. Then the AP1
updates the APID and informs the STA1 of the new APID2
using a beacon frame or an auxiliary identifier update frame.

After the AP1 updates the APID, if the STA1 still con-
tinuously receives downlink data frames with an incorrect
MIC in a certain period, the AP1 cancels the transmission
manner (that is, the AID/APID manner) using the MAC
header compression mode, and returns to the transmission
manner where a MAC address is used.

According to the method for handling an address conflict
in this embodiment of the present invention, the following
problem can be detected and resolved. An AP auxiliary
identifier conflict is caused by a MAC header compression
method where an auxiliary identifier is used to replace a
MAC address. Therefore, smooth implementation of the
MAC header compression method is ensured, thereby reduc-
ing a MAC header length and improving a channel utiliza-
tion rate.

The foregoing is a description of a method for detecting
and resolving an APID conflict by an STA. The following
describes a method for detecting and resolving an APID
conflict by an AP with reference to FIG. 2.

21: An AP3 receives a MAC frame, where a destination
address of the MAC frame is represented by a third auxiliary
identifier (hereinafter referred to as APID3), and the APID3
is used by the AP3 for communication with an associated
third node (hereinafter referred to as STA2). The destination
address of each of the MAC frame is the APID3, that is, the
destination address indicates an address of a receiver of the
MAC frame.

Generally, the AP3 may send a beacon frame or a probe
response frame that carries the APID3, where the APID3 is
included in a data section of the beacon frame or the probe
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response frame; or the AP3 sends a protected frame (such as
a data frame or a management frame) carrying the APID3,
where the protected frame has a frame message integrity
code (MIC), and the APID3 is included in a frame header
section of the protected frame and represents a source
address of the protected frame.

Optionally, before associating with the STA2, the AP3
may also send a MAC frame that carries the APID3; or after
receiving an association request frame or a re-association
request frame sent by the STA2, the AP3 sends an associa-
tion response frame or a re-association response frame that
carries the APID3.

Similarly, there is a plurality of APs on a wireless com-
munications network, and each AP associates with one or
more STAs for communication. During a process that an AP
communicates with an STA, a source address and a desti-
nation address identify a transmitter and a receiver respec-
tively. The AP or the STA determines whether information is
sent to the AP or the STA itself by resolving an obtained
destination address. In a MAC header compression method,
because an APID and an AID are used to replace a source
address and a destination address that are identified by MAC
address, if adjacent APs have the same APIDs after the MAC
header compression method is used, a plurality of same
APIDs is generated on the wireless communications net-
work, thereby causing communication disorder. It is
assumed that the AP3 and an AP4 have the same APID3, and
it may be seen that the AP3 may mistakenly receive content
sent by an STA3 that associates with the AP4.

However, because the destination address is identified by
the APID3, the MAC frame may be from the STA2 and may
also be from the STA3.

22: The AP3 determines, based on the received MAC
frame, that a fourth node (hereinafter referred to as AP4)
whose auxiliary identifier is the APID3 exists, changes the
APID3 to a fourth auxiliary identifier (hereinafter referred to
as APID4), and informs the STA2 of the APID4.

For example, the AP3 receives a protected frame whose
destination address is the APID3, and the protected frame
has an MIC. If the AP3 finds, by calculation, that the MIC
is incorrect, the AP3 determines that the AP4 whose auxil-
iary identifier is the APID3 exists. Then the AP3 changes the
APID3 to the APID4, and informs the STA2 of the APID4
using a beacon frame or an auxiliary identifier update frame.

Alternatively, the AP3 receives an auxiliary identifier
conflict report message whose destination address is the
APID3, and determines, based on the auxiliary identifier
conflict report message, that the AP4 whose auxiliary iden-
tifier is the APID3 exists. Then the AP3 changes the APID3
to the APID4, and informs the STA2 of the APID4 using a
beacon frame or an auxiliary identifier update frame.

It may be seen that, according to the method for handling
an address conflict in this embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the following problem can be detected and resolved. An
AP auxiliary identifier conflict is caused by a MAC header
compression method where an auxiliary identifier is used to
replace a MAC address.

Specifically, the APIDs of the AP3 and the AP4 are the
same, for example, they are both the APID3, and the AP3
and the AP4 do not discover each other. The STA?2 associates
with the AP3 and communicates with the AP3 using the
APID3. The STA3 associates with the AP4 and communi-
cates with the AP4 using the APID3. That is, a destination
address of uplink data of the STA2 is the APID3, and a
source address is an AID2; or a destination address of
downlink data is an AID2, and a source address is the
APID3. A destination address of uplink data of the STA3 is
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the APID3, and a source address is an AID3; or a destination
address of downlink data is an AID3, and a source address
is the APID3. The AID2, APID2, AID3, and APID3 herein
are all fields belonging to a frame header, which replace an
original MAC address, so as to make the MAC frame
shorter, improving a channel utilization rate.

The STA2 uses the APID3 to send an uplink data frame
to the AP3. Because an uplink range of the STA2 covers the
AP4, the AP4 also receives the uplink data frame of the
STA2. Because the APID of the AP4 is the same as the APID
of'the AP3, the AP4 decodes the received uplink data frame.
Because a value of an MIC calculated by the AP4 is
incorrect, the AP4 discards the received uplink data frame.

Alternatively, the STA3 uses the APID3 to send an uplink
data frame to the AP4. Because an uplink range of the STA3
covers the AP3, the AP3 also receives the uplink data frame
of'the STA3. Because the APID of the AP3 is the same as the
APID of the AP4, the AP3 decodes the received uplink data
frame. Because a value of an MIC calculated by the AP3 is
incorrect, the AP3 discards the received uplink data frame.

After a certain period, if the AP3 still continuously
receives data frames with an incorrect MIC, the AP3 updates
the APID and informs the STA2 of the new APID4 using a
beacon frame or an auxiliary identifier update frame. Simi-
larly, the AP4 may also perform the foregoing update
operation.

After the AP3 updates the APID, if the AP3 still continu-
ously receives data frames with an incorrect MIC in a certain
period, the AP3 cancels a transmission manner (that is, an
AID/APID manner) using the MAC header compression
mode and returns to a transmission manner where a MAC
address is used. The AP4 may also perform the foregoing
similar operation.

In existing WiFi transmission, not all data frames have an
MIC. In the existing standard IEEE 802.11, which is used as
an example, only an encrypted data frame has an MIC.
Therefore, for an unencrypted data frame, the transmission
manner using a compression mode, where an APID is used
in a MAC header, is not used to transmit data.

In addition, because two APs may receive a beacon frame
from each other, the APs may also know an APID of each
other. If an address conflict is detected, the APID may be
updated. That is, because an AP may monitor a beacon frame
sent by another AP, when the AP is in a coverage area of the
another AP, it may monitor a beacon frame of the another
AP. Once the AP finds that there is another AP having a same
APID as its own, the AP updates the APID according to a
certain rule, for example, the AP with a smaller MAC
address updates the APID. Then the AP broadcasts a new
APID using a beacon frame.

According to the method for handling an address conflict
in this embodiment of the present invention, the following
problem can be detected and resolved. An AP auxiliary
identifier conflict is caused by a MAC header compression
method where an auxiliary identifier is used to replace a
MAC address. Therefore, smooth implementation of the
MAC header compression method is ensured, thereby reduc-
ing a MAC header length and improving a channel utiliza-
tion rate.

The following describes a structure of an apparatus for
handling an address conflict according to embodiments of
the present invention with reference to FIG. 3 and FIG. 4.

As shown in FIG. 3, an apparatus 300 for handling an
address conflict includes an acquiring unit 301, a first
receiving unit 302, and a first sending unit 303. In addition,
the apparatus 300 for handling an address conflict may
further include a replacing unit 304.
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For example, the acquiring unit 301 is configured to
acquire a MAC address of an associated first node and a first
auxiliary identifier.

Optionally, the acquiring unit 301 is configured to: before
associating with the first node, receive a beacon frame or a
probe response frame sent by the first node, where the
beacon frame or the probe response frame carries the MAC
address of the first node and the first auxiliary identifier; or
after sending an association request frame to the first node,
receive an association response frame sent by the first node,
where the association response frame carries the MAC
address of the first node and the first auxiliary identifier.

For example, the first receiving unit 302 is configured to
receive a MAC frame that carries the first auxiliary identi-
fier. The first sending unit 303 is configured to send an
auxiliary identifier conflict report message to the first node
when it is determined that the MAC frame is sent by a
second node.

Optionally, the first receiving unit 302 is configured to
receive the MAC frame, where the MAC frame is a beacon
frame or a probe response frame; and a data section of the
beacon frame or the probe response frame includes the first
auxiliary identifier, and a frame header section of the beacon
frame or the probe response frame includes a source MAC
address. The first sending unit 303 is configured to: if the
source MAC address in the frame header section of the
beacon frame or the probe response frame differs from the
MAC address of the first node, determine that the beacon
frame or the probe response frame is sent by the second
node, and send the auxiliary identifier conflict report mes-
sage to the first node.

Optionally, the first receiving unit 302 is configured to
receive the MAC frame, where the MAC frame is a pro-
tected frame. A source address of the MAC frame is repre-
sented by the first auxiliary identifier and the protected
frame has a frame message integrity code (MIC). The first
sending unit 303 is configured to: if the MIC is incorrect,
determine that the MAC frame is sent by the second node,
and send the auxiliary identifier conflict report message to
the first node.

For example, the replacing unit 304 is configured to: after
the sending an auxiliary identifier conflict report message to
the first node, receive a beacon frame, an association
response frame, a re-association response frame, or an
auxiliary identifier update frame that is sent by the first node
and carries a second auxiliary identifier, and acquires the
second auxiliary identifier, so as to use the second auxiliary
identifier to replace the first auxiliary identifier.

It may be known from the foregoing that, using the
apparatus for handling an address conflict in this embodi-
ment of the present invention, the following problem may be
detected and resolved. An AP auxiliary identifier conflict is
caused by a MAC header compression method where an
auxiliary identifier is used to replace a MAC address.
Therefore, smooth implementation of the MAC header com-
pression method is ensured, thereby reducing a MAC header
length and improving a channel utilization rate.

As shown in FIG. 4, an apparatus 400 for handling an
address conflict includes a second receiving unit 401 and an
updating unit 402.

The second receiving unit 401 is configured to receive a
MAC frame, where a destination address of the MAC frame
is represented by a third auxiliary identifier, and the third
auxiliary identifier is used to communicate with an associ-
ated third node. The updating unit 402 is configured to
determine, based on the MAC frame, that a fourth node
whose auxiliary identifier is the third auxiliary identifier
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exists, change the third auxiliary identifier to a fourth
auxiliary identifier, and inform the third node of the fourth
auxiliary identifier.

Optionally, the second receiving unit 401 is configured to
receive the MAC frame, where the destination address of the
MAC frame is represented by the third auxiliary identifier.
The MAC frame is a protected frame and the protected
frame has a frame message integrity code (MIC). The
updating unit 402 is configured to, if the MIC is incorrect,
determine that the fourth node whose auxiliary identifier is
the third auxiliary identifier exists, change the third auxiliary
identifier to the fourth auxiliary identifier, and inform the
third node of the fourth auxiliary identifier.

Optionally, the second receiving unit 401 is configured to
receive the MAC frame, where the MAC frame is an
auxiliary identifier conflict report message, and the destina-
tion address of the MAC frame is represented by the third
auxiliary identifier. The updating unit 402 is configured to
determine, based on the auxiliary identifier conflict report
message, that the fourth node whose auxiliary identifier is
the third auxiliary identifier exists.

In addition, the apparatus 400 for handling an address
conflict may further include a second sending unit 403.

The second sending unit 403 is configured to send a MAC
frame that carries the third auxiliary identifier. The MAC
frame is a beacon frame or a probe response frame and the
third auxiliary identifier is included in a data section of the
MAC frame.

Alternatively, the second sending unit 403 is configured to
send the MAC frame that carries the third auxiliary identi-
fier, where the MAC frame is a protected frame, and the
protected frame has a frame message integrity code (MIC);
and the third auxiliary identifier is included in a frame
header section of the MAC frame, and represents a source
address of the MAC frame.

Alternatively, the second sending unit 403 is configured to
send an association response frame or a re-association
response frame whose data section includes the third aux-
iliary identifier.

Optionally, the second receiving unit 401 may further be
configured to receive an association request frame or a
re-association request frame sent by the third node.

Optionally, the updating unit 402 is configured to deter-
mine, based on the MAC frame, that the fourth node whose
auxiliary identifier is the third auxiliary identifier exists,
change the third auxiliary identifier to the fourth auxiliary
identifier, and inform the third node of the fourth auxiliary
identifier using a beacon frame or an auxiliary identifier
update frame.

It may be known from the foregoing that, using the
apparatus for handling an address conflict in this embodi-
ment of the present invention, the following problem may be
detected and resolved. An AP auxiliary identifier conflict is
caused by a MAC header compression method where an
auxiliary identifier is used to replace a MAC address.
Therefore, smooth implementation of the MAC header com-
pression method is ensured, thereby reducing a MAC header
length and improving a channel utilization rate.

Generally speaking, the apparatus 300 for handling an
address conflict may be configured in an STA and the
apparatus 400 for handling an address conflict may be
configured in an AP.

A person of ordinary skill in the art may be aware that, in
combination with the examples described in the embodi-
ments disclosed in this specification, units and algorithm
steps may be implemented by electronic hardware or a
combination of computer software and electronic hardware.
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Whether the functions are performed by hardware or soft-
ware depends on particular applications and design con-
straint conditions of the technical solutions. A person skilled
in the art may use different methods to implement the
described functions for each particular application, but it
should not be considered that the implementation goes
beyond the scope of the present invention.

It may be clearly understood by a person skilled in the art
that, for the purpose of convenient and brief description, for
a detailed working process of the foregoing system, appa-
ratus, and unit, reference may be made to a corresponding
process in the foregoing method embodiments, and details
are not described herein again.

In the several embodiments provided in the present appli-
cation, it should be understood that the disclosed system,
apparatus, and method may be implemented in other man-
ners. For example, the described apparatus embodiment is
merely exemplary. For example, the unit division is merely
a logical function division and there may be other divisions
in actual implementation. For example, a plurality of units or
components may be combined or integrated into another
system, or some features may be ignored or not performed.
In addition, the displayed or discussed mutual couplings or
direct couplings or communication connections may be
implemented through some interfaces. The indirect cou-
plings or communication connections between the appara-
tuses or units may be implemented in electronic, mechani-
cal, or other forms.

The units described as separate parts may or may not be
physically separate, and parts displayed as units may or may
not be physical units, may be located in one position, or may
be distributed on a plurality of network units. A part or all
of the units may be selected according to actual needs to
achieve the objectives of the solutions of the embodiments.

In addition, functional units in the embodiments of the
present invention may be integrated into one processing
unit, or each of the units may exist alone physically, or two
or more units are integrated into one unit.

When the functions are implemented in a form of a
software functional unit and sold or used as an independent
product, the functions may be stored in a computer-readable
storage medium. Based on such an understanding, the tech-
nical solutions of the present invention essentially, or the
part contributing to the prior art, or a part of the technical
solutions may be implemented in a form of a software
product. The software product is stored in a storage medium,
and includes several instructions for instructing a computer
device (which may be a personal computer, a server, or a
network device) to perform all or a part of the steps of the
methods described in the embodiments of the present inven-
tion. The foregoing storage medium includes any medium
that can store program code, such as a universal serial bus
(USB) flash drive, a removable hard disk, a read-only
memory (ROM), a random access memory (RAM), a mag-
netic disk, or an optical disc.

The foregoing descriptions are merely specific implemen-
tation manners of the present invention, but are not intended
to limit the protection scope of the present invention. Any
variation or replacement readily figured out by persons
skilled in the art within the technical scope disclosed in the
present invention shall fall within the protection scope of the
present invention. Therefore, the protection scope of the
present invention shall be subject to the protection scope of
the claims.
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What is claimed is:
1. A method for handling an address conflict, comprising:
acquiring a first media access control (MAC) address and
a first auxiliary identifier from a first node, wherein the
MAC address is a first identifier associated with the
first node, and wherein the first auxiliary identifier is a
second identifier associated with the first node;

receiving a MAC frame that comprising the first auxiliary
identifier from a second node, wherein the first auxil-
iary identifier is also associated with the second node,
and wherein a second MAC address is a third identifier
associated with the second node; and

sending an auxiliary identifier conflict report message to

the first node when the MAC frame is received from the
second node.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the MAC
frame is a beacon frame or a probe response frame, wherein
a data section of the beacon frame or the probe response
frame comprises the first auxiliary identifier, wherein a
frame header section of the beacon frame or the probe
response frame comprises the second MAC address, and
wherein sending the auxiliary identifier conflict report mes-
sage to the first node when the MAC frame received from
the second node comprises:

determining that the beacon frame or the probe response

frame is sent by the second node when the second MAC
address in a frame header section of the beacon frame
or the probe response frame differs from the first MAC
address of the first node; and

sending the auxiliary identifier conflict report message to

the first node.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the MAC
frame is a protected frame, wherein the first MAC address
is a source address of the MAC frame, wherein the first
MAC address is represented by the first auxiliary identifier,
wherein the protected frame has a frame message integrity
code (MIC), and wherein sending the auxiliary identifier
conflict report message to the first node when the MAC
frame is received from the second node comprises:

determining that the MAC frame is sent by the second

node when the MIC is incorrect; and

sending the auxiliary identifier conflict report message to

the first node.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the MAC
frame is a beacon frame or a probe response frame, wherein
acquiring the first MAC address and the first auxiliary
identifier comprises receiving the beacon frame or the probe
response frame from the first node before associating with
the first node, wherein a data section of the beacon frame or
the probe response frame comprises the first auxiliary iden-
tifier, and wherein a frame header section of the beacon
frame or the probe response frame comprises the first MAC
address of the first node.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein acquiring the
first MAC address and the first auxiliary identifier comprises
receiving an association response frame from the first node
after sending an association request frame to the first node,
wherein a data section of the association response frame
comprises the first auxiliary identifier, and wherein a frame
header section of the association response frame comprises
the first MAC address of the first node.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein after sending
the auxiliary identifier conflict report message to the first
node, the method further comprises:

receiving at least one of a beacon frame, an association

response frame, a re-association response frame, and an
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auxiliary identifier update frame comprising a second
auxiliary identifier from the first node; and

acquiring the second auxiliary identifier to use the second
auxiliary identifier to replace the first auxiliary identi-
fier.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein a header
section of the MAC frame comprises a second MAC
address, and wherein a data section of the MAC frame
comprises the first auxiliary identifier.

8. A method for handling an address conflict, comprising:

receiving a first media access control (MAC) frame
comprising a first MAC address and a first auxiliary
identifier from a first node, wherein the first MAC
address is a first identifier associated with a destination
address of the MAC frame, wherein the first auxiliary
identifier is a second identifier associated with the first
node, wherein the first auxiliary identifier is used to
communicate with the first node and wherein a second
MAC address is a third identifier associated with the
second node;

changing the first auxiliary identifier to a second auxiliary
identifier when a MAC frame comprising the first
auxiliary identifier is received from a second node; and

informing the first node of the second auxiliary identifier.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the first
MAC frame is a protected frame, wherein the protected
frame has a frame message integrity code (MIC), and
wherein the first auxiliary identifier is changed to the second
auxiliary identifier when the MIC is incorrect.

10. The method according to claim 8, wherein the fir
MAC frame is an auxiliary identifier conflict report mes-
sage, and wherein the method further comprises determin-
ing, based on the auxiliary identifier conflict report message,
that the first node and the second node are both associated
with the same first auxiliary identifier.

11. The method according to claim 8, wherein before
receiving the MAC frame, the method further comprises
sending an earlier MAC frame that comprises the first
auxiliary identifier, and wherein the earlier MAC frame is a
beacon frame or a probe response frame.

12. The method according to claim 8, wherein before
receiving the MAC frame, the method further comprises
sending an earlier MAC frame that comprises the first
auxiliary identifier, wherein the earlier MAC frame is a
protected frame, wherein the protected frame has a frame
message integrity code (MIC), and wherein the first auxil-
iary identifier is part of a frame header section of the earlier
MAC frame to represent a source address of the earlier MAC
frame.

13. The method according to claim 8, wherein before
receiving the MAC frame, the method further comprises:

receiving an association request frame or a re-association
request frame sent by the third first node; and

sending an association response frame or a re-association
response frame comprising the second auxiliary iden-
tifier in a data section of the association response frame
or the re-association response frame.

14. The method according to claim 8, wherein informing
the first node of the second auxiliary identifier comprises
informing, using a beacon frame or an auxiliary identifier
update frame, the first node of the second auxiliary identifier.

15. An apparatus for handling an address conflict, com-
prising:

a processor configured to acquire a first media access
control (MAC) address and a first auxiliary identifier
from a first node, wherein the first MAC address is a
first identifier associated with the first node, and
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wherein the first auxiliary identifier is a second iden-
tifier associated with the first node;

a receiver coupled to the processor and configured to
receive a MAC frame comprising the first auxiliary
identifier from a second node, wherein the first auxil-
iary identifier is also associated with the second node,
and wherein a second MAC address is a third identifier
associated with the second node; and

a transmitter coupled to the processor and configured to
send an auxiliary identifier conflict report message to
the first node when determining the MAC frame is
received from the second node.

16. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the
MAC frame is a beacon frame or a probe response frame,
wherein a data section of the beacon frame or the probe
response frame comprises the first auxiliary identifier,
wherein a frame header section of the beacon frame or the
probe response frame comprises the second MAC address,
and wherein the processor is further configured to determine
that the beacon frame or the probe response frame is sent by
the second node when the second MAC address part of a
frame header section of the beacon frame or the probe
response frame differs from the first MAC address of the first
node, and wherein the transmitter is further configured to
send the auxiliary identifier conflict report message to the
first node.

17. The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the
MAC frame is a protected frame, wherein the first MAC
address is a source address of the MAC frame, wherein the
first MAC address is represented by the first auxiliary
identifier, wherein the protected frame has a frame message
integrity code (MIC), and wherein the transmitter is further
configured to:

determine that the MAC frame is sent by the second node
when the MIC is incorrect; and

send the auxiliary identifier conflict report message to the
first node.

18. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the
processor is further configured to receive the beacon frame
or the probe response frame from the first node before
associating with the first node, wherein a data section of the
beacon frame or the probe response frame comprises the first
auxiliary identifier, and wherein a frame header section of
the beacon frame or the probe response frame comprises the
first MAC address of the first node.

19. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the
processor is further configured to receive an association
response frame from the first node after sending an asso-
ciation request frame to the first node, wherein a data section
of the association response frame comprises the first auxil-
iary identifier, and wherein a frame header section of the
association response frame comprises the first MAC address
of the first node.

20. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the
processor is further configured to:

receive at least one of a beacon frame, an association
response frame, a re-association response frame, and an
auxiliary identifier update frame comprising a second
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auxiliary identifier from the first node after the auxil-
iary identifier conflict report message is sent to the first
node; and

acquire the second auxiliary identifier to use the second
auxiliary identifier to replace the first auxiliary identi-
fier.

21. An apparatus for handling an address conflict, com-

prising:

a processor configured to receive a MAC frame compris-
ing a first MAC address and a first auxiliary identifier,
wherein the first MAC address is a first identifier
associated with a destination address of the MAC
frame, wherein the first auxiliary identifier is a second
identifier associated with the first node, wherein the
first auxiliary identifier is used to communicate with the
first node, wherein the processor configured to change
the first auxiliary identifier to a second auxiliary iden-
tifier when a second MAC frame comprising the first
auxiliary identifier is received from a second node, and
wherein a second MAC address is a third identifier
associated with the second node; and

a transmitter coupled to the processor and configured to
inform the first node of the second auxiliary identifier.

22. The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the
MAC frame is a protected frame, wherein the protected
frame has a frame message integrity code (MIC), and
wherein the first auxiliary identifier is changed to the second
auxiliary identifier when the MIC is incorrect.

23. The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the first
MAC frame is an auxiliary identifier conflict report mes-
sage, and wherein the processor is further configured to
determine, based on the auxiliary identifier conflict report
message, that the first node and the second node are both
associated with the same first auxiliary identifier-exists.

24. The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the
transmitter is further configured to send a third MAC frame
that comprises the first auxiliary identifier, wherein the third
MAC frame is a beacon frame or a probe response frame,
and wherein the first auxiliary identifier is part of a data
section of the third MAC frame.

25. The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the
transmitter is further configured to send a third MAC frame
that comprises the first auxiliary identifier, wherein the third
MAC frame is a protected frame, wherein the protected
frame has a frame message integrity code (MIC), and
wherein the first auxiliary identifier is part of a frame header
section of the third MAC frame to represent a source address
of the third MAC frame.

26. The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the
transmitter is further configured to send an association
response frame or a re-association response frame compris-
ing the fit auxiliary identifier, and wherein the receiver is
further configured to receive an association request frame or
a re-association request frame sent by the first node.
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